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Introduction
On 31 March 2020, the State Government announced that the launch of Western
Australia’s Container Deposit Scheme, named Containers for Change, would be
deferred.
Originally scheduled to start on 2 June 2020, the decision to defer is in response to the
unprecedented impact of COVID-19. Delaying the scheme until after the major impacts
of COVID-19 are felt will eliminate the public health concerns such as potential risk of
infection from handling containers, as well as over-the-counter refund points
contravening social-distancing guidelines.
The State Government has put in place an assistance package for scheme participants
that may have committed to lease arrangements and other financial commitments in
working towards mobilisation in time for the original scheme start date.
The package is intended to provide relief to financially impacted scheme participants in
order to maximise the capacity of the collection network to mobilise for the new
scheme start date of 1 October 2020.
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1. Application pack contents
This Application pack comprises the following documents:
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Information for applicants (this document).



Application form (including Applicant declaration).



Claim table (Excel spreadsheet).
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2. Who is eligible for assistance?
Applicants will only be considered for assistance if their application can substantiate
the following eligibility criteria:


They are a Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) network participant, and have
entered into a refund point agreement or processing agreement with the
scheme coordinator, WARRRL, on or before 31 March 2020, being the date of
the announcement of the deferral of the CDS commencement date.



The financial obligation arose on or before 31 March 2020, being the date of
the announcement of the deferral of the CDS commencement date.



They are or expect to experience financial impact and can demonstrate this by
showing impacts on cashflow or commitments that incur direct costs for their
CDS-related business for the period from 2 June 2020 to the date of scheme
commencement.



They can demonstrate that they have exhausted all other avenues for
government assistance (State and Australian) before making a claim for this
assistance (e.g. JobKeeper Payment assistance for employees that have
already been engaged).

The application documents request provision of information about eligible costs for
their CDS-related business for the period from 2 June 2020 to the scheme’s
commencement. Assistance will be available for costs incurred or paid until the
scheme commences.
The Application form and Claim table require that evidence is provided to substantiate
claims against each of the eligible cost categories set out in the Application form.
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3. Merit assessment criteria
Applications will be assessed on the basis of eligibility criteria (see Section 2). Where
aggregate claims exceed the total assistance facility, applications will be further
assessed on merit criteria to assist in the allocation of funds and in determining partial
funding decisions if required.
Eligible projects will be assessed against the following merit criteria:


Number of jobs provided for people with a disability, the long-term unemployed
and Aboriginal people.



Consequence of the organisation’s failure on the sustainability of the scheme.



Consequence of the organisation’s failure on the community.

Should aggregate claims exceed the total assistance facility, the level of assistance
provided to eligible claims may be capped within a threshold or awarded on a pro rata
basis.
The Application form includes requirements for the provision of information that will
assist with evaluation against these criteria.
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4. What type of costs are eligible for
assistance?
The Application form details the specific cost categories eligible for assistance under
this participant assistance package and the respective information requirements.
These cost categories include the following:


Commercial property leases.



Lease outgoings.



Property utilities costs (e.g. water services charges, rates).



Bank loans to secure property.



Bank loans to fund construction.



Collection network employees.

Assistance is limited to costs incurred and applicants must demonstrate they have
exhausted all other avenues for government assistance (both State and Australian)
before making a claim under this facility. All costs claimed in the Application form and
in the Claim table must be exclusive of GST and must be net of all reductions, offsets
and other forms of government assistance claimed.
Costs of collection network employees can be claimed for individuals who, on 1 March
2020, were over 16 years of age, were employees or long-term casual employees and
were an Australian resident or a resident of Australia for tax purposes.
The employer must be able to demonstrate that all reasonable steps have been
taken to qualify for JobKeeper Payment, including evidence of a nomination notice
submitted to the Commissioner for Taxation in accordance with the requirements of
the Coronavirus Economic Response Package (Payments and Benefits) Rules 2020.
An employee’s costs must be excluded for any fortnight where the employee was
eligible for a JobKeeper Payment.
The amount claimed for each employee should be the lesser of $750 per week or the
employment contract amount.
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5. Assistance package timeline


28 May 2020: Assistance package applications open.



7 June 2020: Assistance package applications close.



Late June 2020: Successful recipients are notified.



Early July 2020: Funds will be available for costs incurred from 2 June until the
scheme commences.
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6. How to apply
Demonstration of being an eligible CDS collection network participant
Please ensure that references in the Application form and Claim table to
organisation/business name aligns with that in the agreement between the applicant
and WARRRL (e.g. Refund Point Agreement).
Demonstration of financial impact
This can be demonstrated by completion of the Claim table (Excel spreadsheet) in
accordance with the instructions in the table. This relates to costs incurred for CDSrelated business from 2 June 2020 to the commencement of the scheme.
Demonstration of having sought other government assistance first
This can be demonstrated by showing applicants have exhausted all other avenues for
government assistance (both State and Australian) before making a claim for this
assistance.
For an outline of assistance provided by the Australian Government to business
(including the JobKeeper Payment) please refer to
treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/businesses
For an outline of assistance provided by the Western Australian Government to
business please refer to www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-finance/covid-19state-revenue-measures
For an outline of assistance provided by the Australian Government for not-for-profit
organisations please refer to
treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/202004/Fact_sheet_support_for_nfp_organisations.pdf
For an outline of assistance provided by the State Government for not-for-profit
organisations please refer to the following websites:


Lotterywest COVID-19 Relief Fund:
www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/lotterywest/covid-19/covid-19-grants



Small business stimulus/relief package (including some support for not-for-profit
groups): www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/blog/wa-coronavirus-relief-package

The State Government is also providing community services assistance through
reduction of electricity bills, with a one-off $2,500 WA Small Business Tariff Offset
provided for groups on community service and charitable accommodation electricity
tariffs with Synergy and Horizon Power. See the Synergy and Horizon Power websites.
The State Government will also waive rental payments for small businesses and notfor-profit groups in Government-owned buildings for six months through a $25 million
rent relief plan.
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How to complete the Application form
The Application form provides detailed guidance about the information required to
make a claim under the Participant assistance package with regard to each claim type.
Evidence to substantiate claims should be identified and attached to the application.
The Application form must be accompanied by the completed Claim table.
How to complete the Claim table
The Claim table must be completed to identify the extent of financial impact, which is a
key criterion for eligibility for assistance. The Claim table provides guidance about the
completion of the table.
The following is an example of how the table may be completed. The completed claim
information at rows 1 to 3 is for demonstration purposes only.
Claim Application Form Table
Instructions
Step 1 - Input
Organisation/business
name and primary
contact name

Step 2 - Select Claim Type Reference
Use the drop-down box to select the
relevant Claim Type. Claim types align
with claim types in the Application form.

Step 3 - Input Claim Description
If you have more than one claim for each
Claim Type please itemise these using
the lines provided.

If you have more than one claim for each
Claim Type please itemise these using
separate table lines.

Step 4 - Input the claim amount
per month
Enter the AUD$ amount on the
month where the claim expense
becomes due.

Step 5 - Supporting Evidence Provided
Confirm using a drop-down box that
documentation supporting each claim line is
provided with your Application. Failure to do
so will delay the evaluation process.

The applicant must pro-rate the
claim for the claim period to ensure
only costs directly associated with
the delay in scheme
commencement are claimed (eg if
a quarterly payment falls due on 1
November, the applicant is entitled
to claim only one third of the

While the Application form and table can be
lodged for assessment without evidence,
payments cannot be made without the
evidence being received and verified.

Step 6 - Submit Application
- Attachment 1 (word format)
- Attachment 2 (excel format)
- All Supporting Evidence
Ensure that each Claim has corresponding
information in Attachment 1: Application Form.

Fill in Below
Organisation/business name:
<insert your organisation/business name>

Input primary contact name:
<insert name of primary contact for this Application>

Claim Reference
Number

Input Claim Description

1
2
3

Claim Type Reference

4.1 Commercial Property Lease 42 Lefroy Rd, Perth 6000
4.2 Lease Outgoings
42 Lefroy Rd, Perth 6000
4.6 Collection network employees
Lana Macabee, General Manager
Monthly Claim Amount $AUD

Input the claim amount per month

$
$
$
$

June

July

2,000.00 $
2,000.00
6,500.00 $
10,500.00 $

2,000.00 $

August

2,000.00 $

September

6,500.00 $
8,500.00 $

6,500.00 $
8,500.00 $

October

2,000.00 $
2,000.00
$
2,000.00
6,500.00 $
6,500.00
8,500.00 $ 10,500.00
Total Claim Amount

Claim line
amount
2,000.00 $ 12,000.00
$ 4,000.00
6,500.00 $ 39,000.00
8,500.00
55,000.00

November
$
$
$
$

Supporting Evidence
provided

Yes
Yes
Yes

Submission requirements
The following documents are required to make a submission:


Completed Application form.



Completed Applicant declaration (section 2 of the Application form).



Completed Claim table (Excel spreadsheet).



Supporting evidence for each claim type (as detailed in section 4 of the
Application form).

Applications must be made on the form and the table (Excel spreadsheet) provided
with the Application pack.
Applications must be signed by an authorised officer of the applicant’s organisation.
Completed applications must be submitted to the Department of Water and
Environmental Regulation via email to cds@dwer.wa.gov.au before the closing date of
7 June 2020. Late applications will not be accepted.
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Supporting evidence, as required by the Application form, must be included with the
application email.
In some circumstances, evidence may not be available before the closing date. For
example, the applicant is awaiting an ATO determination of the JobKeeper Payment
application or the applicant is in the process of trying to negotiate rent relief with the
landlord and those negotiations continue past the closing date.
In such circumstances, the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation may
accept submission of evidence after the closing date. However, assistance will not be
paid without provision of the required evidence.
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7. Evaluation and payment process
How will applications be assessed?
All eligible applications will be evaluated by the Department of Water and
Environmental Regulation, with recommendations for funding made to the Minister for
the Environment.
Notification of applicants
All applicants will be notified via email of the outcome of their application.
Amendment to scheme agreement
Successful applicants will be provided with an updated agreement by WARRRL. The
updated agreement will include the terms and conditions of the provision and
payment under this assistance package.
Payment of assistance
Payments will be made by WARRRL based on evidence provided by applicants of
costs being incurred and paid by collection network participants.
Payment would be made on the basis of collection network participants issuing tax
invoices to WARRRL for the equivalent amount of the eligible business cost
(excluding GST) as a ‘mobilisation service’. This mobilisation service and WARRRL’s
payment will be subject to GST for applicants that are registered for GST.
Further detail of requirements and terms of payment will be included within the
amended collection network agreements.
Removal of assistance funding
Payment can only be made to eligible network participants. Payments will not
continue if a network participant becomes insolvent or, in the case of a refund point
operator, ceases to be a refund point operator.
Additional recipients
The State may from time to time consult and decide to add a new network participant
for funding under the assistance package.
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8. Contact details
If you require further information please contact:

CDS Team
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
8 Davidson Terrace
Joondalup 6027

Phone 08 6364 7222
Email cds@dwer.wa.gov.au
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